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CITY OF SUTHERLIN 

City Council Workshop Meeting 

Sutherlin Civic Auditorium 

Monday, September 25, 2017 – 7:00pm 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS:  

Tom Boggs, Wayne Luzier, Dennis Riggs, Forrest Stone, Travis Tomlinson, Seth Vincent 

MAYOR:   Todd McKnight   

 

CITY STAFF: City Manager, Jerry Gillham 

Senior City Recorder, Debbie Hamilton 

  City Recorder, Diane Harris 

Assistant CM/Finance Director, Dan Wilson 

Public Works Superintendent, Aaron Swan 

Community Development Director, Brian Elliott 

Public Works Superintendent, Aaron Swan 

Police Chief, Troy Mills 

Interim Fire Chief, Mike Lane 

City Attorney, Chad Jacobs (via Skype) 

 

Audience:   Tami Trowbridge, Gary Dagel, Pat Greer, Jim Houseman, Gayla Holley, Allen Peterson, 

Kristi Caviness, Rich & Ann-Marie Holloway, Paul Glazner 

 

Meeting called to order by Mayor, Todd McKnight at 7:00pm. 

 

Flag Salute:  

Roll Call:  All present 

Media: None 

 

Mayor McKnight reported the public is welcome to comment during the workshop.  

 

AGENDA CONFIRMATION 

 October 9, 2017 Agenda 

City Manager – Resolution 2017.04 – Technical Assistant Grant Approval has been added to the agenda 

and another item may be added, as well.  

 

Mayor McKnight asked Business Registration Committee Chair, Gary Dagel, if he would like to add his 

update to the October 9th agenda, providing more notice to those wanting to attend. Dagel agreed. 

 

COUNCIL PRIORITY PROGRESS REPORT 

Strategic Plan Changes:  Community Development Director, Brian Elliott, stated Water Rights Agreement 

Update needs to be moved to November.  City is still waiting to receive comment from Oregon Health 

Authority and Oregon Water Resource Department. This also pertains to the Water Master Plan and Water 

Management & Conservation Plan.    

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS  

Councilor Boggs –  

 None. 

Councilor Tomlinson –  

 Would like to thank the Sutherlin Volunteer Firefighters for their Challenge of the Heroes 

fundraiser that he attended at Fusion French Quarter, they are doing a good thing. 

 Remember what you read on the internet may not be true; people should find out the facts and not 

jump to conclusions.  

Councilor Luzier –  

 None. 
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Councilor Riggs –  

 None. 

Councilor Vincent –  

 None. 

Councilor Stone –  

 Would like compliment Sutherlin Police Department for a job well done during the recent Police 

“stand-off”. 

Mayor McKnight –  

 None. 

 

WORKSHOP 

 Review Urban Growth Boundary (UGB) Proposal 

Elliott summarized the Staff Report and introduced Douglas County Planning Department’s Joshua 

Shaklee & Lisa Hawley and Sutherlin’s Community Development Specialist, Kristi Gilbert, who are 

available to answer questions. The UGB swap is a Council Priority and in the Strategic Plan. Have been 

working on this project for a little over 2-years, and attended many meetings with numerous agencies.  

Planning Commission recommends moving forward with approving the UGB exchange, annexation and 

zone changes, and TIS (Traffic Impact Study) as directed by ODOT. Have reached out to 3 engineering 

firms for the TIS; one has responded very well.  The study is expected to take 6 to 8 weeks to complete. 

This process extends the projects timeline, but is the right thing in moving forward. UGB completion date 

has been moved from January/February 2018 to April/May 2018.   

Questions: 

o Councilor Stone – Has there been any negative feedback on this? Elliott – Have gone through a 

question and answer process, no negative feedback has been submitted. 

o Councilor Boggs – Once completed will Ft. McKay to Church Road still designated as a County 

road? Yes. This report states Ft. McKay is considered a “minor” intersection, however there is now 

and will be additional traffic flow. That will be identified in the TIS and TSP (Transportation 

System Plan).  
Discussion continued regarding standards used to identify the designations, and the current traffic impact 

on that road. 

o Councilor Boggs suggested asking County to bring that road up to City standards, and then the 

City taking that portion over.  

City Manager, Jerry Gillham – This boundary swap was expected to be done a year ago; however the 

state land use processes and bureaucracy has been an extreme challenge.  

 

 City Organization  

City Manager – This City Organization vision started about 4 years ago, have been pre-positioning the 

City to adjust the organization and skill set to match the changing and increasing demand for services. 

Current and proposed structure was given in a PowerPoint presentation:  

o To bring back a full-time front office position rather than a shared position between CDD and 

Finance Departments.   

o The amount City currently pays Douglas County (DC) for planning services will be used to restore 

the City Planning position. Services provided by DC will be scaled back. 

Elliott summarized the CDD’s staff, responsibilities, projects, and goals. 

o Planner will assist with numerous land use actions, building approvals, and construction projects.  

o The number of land use actions and building approvals in 2016 was 88; as of September 2017, that 

number is 96.   

City Manager reiterated that City will not be adding more staff, but reallocating funds.  

Questions: 

 How will that work, our Planning Department can’t do what the County has been doing? We 

believe the new planner can do most everything, if there are specialized projects we will still 

contract with the County for that project. It will be on a case by case basis.  
Police Chief, Troy Mills presented the current and proposed Police Department’s structure: 

o Have removed 2 Lieutenant positions; replacing them with 1 Captain and 2 Patrol Sergeants.  
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o New structure provides upward mobility options and mentoring of officers to be future leaders. 

Problems arise without the upward mobility, officers leave to seek out advancement and 

development opportunities.  

o Responsibilities for Captain and Sergeant positions were presented.  

o Proposing to add 1 police officer to the department in 2018 and another in 2020. 

o Sutherlin’s population in 1990 was 5,020; 2000 – 6,706; 2010 – 7,810; and in 2016 – 8,025 plus 

with Oakland’s contract for coverage, their population is 942 making that total 8,967. 

o Have had a total of 13 officers for the last 15 years, in 2002 had 4,800 average calls; and in 2016 

had just under 10,000 calls. Officers spend most of their time investigating their case-loads and 

have little time to patrol. 

o The City is continuing to grow, would like to be ahead of the ball rather than behind it. 

Discussion continued regarding the officer structure and need for upward mobility. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

City Manager explained Paul Glazner would like to approach Council for approval to hook up to City 

water services. Glazner is building a home on property where an existing structure once stood, but is 

located outside city limits and UGB. Glazner provided copies of the Sutherlin Municipal Code – Chapter 

13.04 Water Service System. City Manager explained the unique situation regarding this request.  

Questions: 

 Is the existing well on the property still operating? Glazner – The well, installed in 1950-55, 

is still operating however has high sulfur content. Intent was to use city water for the house 

and well for irrigation.  

 Is sewer service available at the street? Gilbert – No, services are not close to that property. 

 Do you want to annex into the UGB? City Manager –Part of the agreement is he has to be 

willing to annex.  

Gilbert provided a map for Council to review showing the location of the property and boundaries. It was 

by Council consensus to approve the request as long as he agreed to annex into the UGB and pay 

necessary fees.  

Glazner thanked Council for their consideration. 

 

ADJOURNMENT –   

With no further business meeting adjourned at 7:42pm.  

        

      

        Jerry Gillham 
      Approved:  ______________________________  

        Jerry Gillham, City Manager 

Respectfully submitted by,    

   
Diane Harris      Todd McKnight    
________________________________      ______________________________ 

Diane Harris, City Recorder     Todd McKnight, Mayor  

 

 

APPROVED BY CITY COUNCIL, OCTOBER 9, 2017. 


